Ancient Greece

Background Information

· The Ancient Greek period is considered to have lasted from 1000BC- 300BC.

· Greece at the time was not a single country as it is now but an area that had people who shared similar religious beliefs and used the same language.

· Early Greeks explained the mysteries of Nature by the actions of the gods. 

· Chages in seasons were due to Persephone having to spend 6 moths of the year in Hades (the world of the dead). This made Demeter (her mother) angry, so she refused to allow things to grow. Once Persephone was freed from Hades things were once again permitted to grow by a much happier Demeter.

· Volcanoes were due to Hephaestos the god of fire working in a forge beneath the surface of the world. The smoke and fire of a volcano meant that the was at work at his forge.

The Greek World around 450BC

· City states were developed and had wealthy upper classes who were interested in philosophy, science and mathematics. 

· Supernatural explanations were replaced by the ideas of philosophers. Examples: Thales predicted an eclipse of the sun due to knowledge of astronomy. Anaximander argued that everything was made by four elements: fire, water, earth and air. Pythagorus argued that life was concerned with a balance of opposites (mainly mathematical principles)

· Homer’s poetry describe common sense medical procedures being used during the siege of Troy.

· Alternative medical traditions developed. One a natural explanation based around Hippocrates (written about 430BC) the alternative was a supernatural explanation based around the Cult of Asclepios (Greek God) this cult developed around 400BC.

· Rational medicine did not replace supernatural medicine: BOTH developed at the same time and BOTH became more advanced.

CHANGE: A completely new idea. Something NOT based on previous knowledge.

DEVELOPMENT: Something that is an improvement on previous knowledge.

Things to go in your glossary

Hades, Hippocrates, Asclepios, change, development, Pythagorus.

REMEMBER: You don’t have to learn all of the words in your glossary but knowledge of them will improve your chances of a high mark.


