Islamic medicine. Changes and Developments

Copy and complete the following table using evidence from the information sheet and/ or textbook.

	Area of medicine
	Evidence of New Practices
	Evidence of Developments
	Evidence of continuity

	Organisation of medicine
	
	
	

	Surgical practice
	
	
	

	Anatomical knowledge
	
	
	

	Causes of Disease
	
	
	

	Other areas of medicine
	
	
	



Source 1





The main symptoms of smallpox are backache; fever, stinging pains, redness of the cheeks and eyes and difficulty with breathing. Excitement, nausea and unrest are more pronounced in measles than they are in smallpox, while aching in the back is less. 


From On Smallpox and Measles. Rhazes, AD 900.





Source 2 





In the Cairo hospital, founded in 1283, there were special divisions for the wounded, for eye patients, for those with fever (in whose rooms the air was refreshed with fountains) and for gynaecological cases. The convalescent received at his departure five pieces of gold that he might not be obliged to return to work immediately.


W Bishop. The Early History of Surgery, 1960.





Questions





How useful is Source 1? 


In what ways does Source 1demonstrate a change in medical thinking?








Questions





How reliable is Source 2?


Using the sources and your own knowledge. How far did the Arabians develop medical practice?








Use the prompt Sheets to help you answer these questions.








