Medicine in the Medieval World

The year is 1348. As a highly valued medic you are finding yourself under enormous strain as a fearsome epidemic spreads through the country. You are worried about the fear in the community. No longer do they trust the tried and tested methods that you have used so successfully over the years. Now, in their hour of greatest need, the people need to be persuaded once again to make use of your fantastic cures. 

You are:



The Village priest, Father Stone

Your job is:
Other than being the village priest you also help to look after the sick and infirm.

You trained at:
The local monastery provided you with guidance about treatments. 

A brief description of your beliefs and treatment methods:

You believe that illness is the work of the devil. Cuts and bruises you can explain quite easily, and treat with love and much care. The work of the devil however requires a much more aggressive approach. God must be pleased, forgiveness sought by those who are weak enough to succumb to the devils charms. For those who have been touched by the hand of the devil you believe that a long period of seeking forgiveness is suitable, and in more serious cases an element of self punishment is required to show god how sorry you are. Your sermons regularly refer to the Flaggerants and their quest for forgiveness. 

Patient Notes:
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You are:



Muhammad Rhades

Your job is:
Servant to the local Lord of the Manor

You trained at:
Your training took place in a University in Baghdad. You read extensively and are aware of the works of Avicenna, Rhazes and the other great Islamic physicians. 

A brief description of your beliefs and treatment methods:

You believe that the patient should carefully be observed before a diagnosis is made. Rash decisions about treatment will only lead to further complications. You believe that there should be a balance of the humors, as Galen had taught, but also make frequent use of the many adaptations of his ideas that have resulted from years of research by students in Islamic Universities. 

Patient Notes:

Medicine in the Medieval World

The year is 1348. As a highly valued medic you are finding yourself under enormous strain as a fearsome epidemic spreads through the country. You are worried about the fear in the community. No longer do they trust the tried and tested methods that you have used so successfully over the years. Now, in their hour of greatest need, the people need to be persuaded once again to make use of your fantastic cures.

You are:



Geoffrey of Welles

Your job is:


Flebotomist (Blood letter)

You trained at:
You were taught the art of Blood letting by your Uncle as his apprentice.

A brief description of your beliefs and treatment methods:

You believe that illness is caused by an in-balance of the humors. As Galen had pointed out the four humors had to balance in order for a man to be well. It follows that an imbalance of blood will lead to illness. Too much blood in one part of the body will harm it, blood letting will restore the balance and make people well again. You have performed this successfully on hundreds of occasions.

Patient Notes:
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You are:



Sister Mary

Your job is:
You are a nun at the local convent. You care for the ill who seek care in your hospital. 

A brief description of your beliefs and treatment methods:

You believe that making sure that the patient is clean, well fed and cared for will do them the world of good. At the convent you change the linen twice every day and air the ward to rid it of bad smells. Prayer helps to sooth the mind of the patient and for most illnesses a carefully selected mixture of herbs will ease the pain and in many cases lead to the patient feeling well again. 

Patient Notes:
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You are:



Winifred 

Your job is:


You own an Apothecary

You trained at:
Home, your family has sold potions for medicinal purposes to the people in the nearest large town for several generations. 

A brief description of your beliefs and treatment methods:

You know that different herbs and mixtures can make people better, cynics are easily convinced through use of the example of the nettle sting being healed by a Dock leaf. Your potions relax the body and heal the mind, can alleviate problems in the bowels and prevent pain. None of your customers have ever complained about your potions, and they always come back to buy more: so the potions must work, otherwise they’d be dead!

Patient Notes:
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You are:



John Whatmore

Your job is:


Surgeon

You trained at:


The butchers shop (not a joke)

A brief description of your beliefs and treatment methods:

You specialize in amputations. Should the patient appear to have a condition that is too painful for them to bear you believe that a quick amputation is the best solution. You are one of the fastest surgeons in the country, have an excellent assistant who has a grip that a lion would struggle to break free from and have the sharpest butchers knife known to man. In under a minute you will rid the patient of his or her problem and have the limb secured with a tight leather band. 

Patient Notes:

